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Curriculum What we study. Why study it. Why study it now. 
What we need pupils to have learnt at each point/end of each year and the logical connection and the sequential learning between what is studied in the different terms and between years. This is what is to be 
covered and when, effectively creating the idea that the intent is the curriculum. The intent is everything up to the point of teaching. The purpose of our curriculum and the knowledge we want our pupils to go 
away with in their working memory.  
 
Health & Social Care at Ian Ramsey Church of England Academy aims to spark interest and enjoyment of the skills needed to become a care worker in all care settings. Our curriculum 
develops pupils’ understanding and knowledge of key concepts including values of care and the current legislation requirements and the importance of softer skills such as 
communication skills to ensure individuals right to independence and dignity. 

How we teach the curriculum 
How we make learning memorable 
and how we support our pupils to 
remember it. How we use rote, 
retrieval, interleaving, metacognition 
etc. in our teaching; why we teach in 
the way we are and justify decisions 
around how and why it’s being taught 
this way. 

What we expect from the 
curriculum 
How we make it challenging and 
ambitious for our pupils. How we assess 
learning, knowledge and understanding; 
what have they learnt and how well have 
they learnt it? Consider what assessments 
we use, when we use them and how and 
why we assess this way? 
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What:  R022: Communicating and working with individuals in health, social care, and early 
years settings (mandatory unit) 

What:  R021: Essential values of care for use with individuals in care settings (mandatory 
unit) The learning that take place builds 

on each of the previous topics by 
drawing clear and obvious links.  
This is why recall is a big part of the 
teaching that takes place. 

The units that we study allow pupils 
to build on previous learning by 
interleaving our curriculum topics 
between the exam board units.  This 
means that when pupils complete 
their tasks, they are using their 
learning from the entire course, not 
just the snipping of learning that has 
been taking place. 

The emphasis of this course is 50% 
on game design.  We are always 
utilising our pre-production skills to 
develop and create games that 
meet the needs of clients to show 
real world application of the theory 
we are teaching. 

Assessment for Learning is used in all 
lessons to provide evidence for use by 
pupils and teachers to decide where 
pupils are in their learning, where they 
need to go and how best to get there. 
 
Formative Assessment 
This is used to provide information 
about what pupils know, understand, 
and can do. This is used by both the 
teacher and the pupil to determine 
where pupils are in their learning and 
how to continue to develop their 
knowledge and skills within the subject. 
This will include: 

• Questioning 

• Effective teacher feedback 
(written and verbal) 

• Peer feedback 

• Pupil self-assessment 
 
Summative Assessment  
This is also used at key points in each 
year to evaluation pupils’ achievement. 
They allow a holistic view of pupils’ 
progress and support the identification 
of areas requiring additional focus to 
improve learning overall. 

What:  
This topic is a good introduction to the Health & Social care award as learners will be able to 
appreciate how the way they communicate and the personal qualities that they utilise when 
working with individuals in a health, social care or early years setting will have an impact on 
the care of those individuals. 
 
It provides learners with the underpinning knowledge and understanding of how to 
communicate effectively and what personal qualities will contribute to the creation of a caring 
environment when working with individuals in a health, social care and early years setting. 
 

What:  
This topic focuses on the rights of the individuals and will instil the values of care to be used 
when working in a health, social care, or early years environment. All good practise is based 
on these values and enables those who use and work in care settings to apply quality practice.  
 
It helps pupils to build on their knowledge of effective communication and gain an 
understanding of how to supply quality care for individuals, helping them to achieve their 
goals and how to apply the values of care so that individuals feel valued. 
 

Why now:  
This topic is also a mandatory unit with synoptic links to the other mandatory unit (R021) as 
well as helping them to develop the fundamental knowledge, skills and understanding for 
the optional units that will be covered in Y11. 
 

Why now:  
Like R022, synoptic links are made with the optional units, and by studying this unit in the 
spring and summer term it will maximise pupils’ retention as this unit is assessed through a 
written exam paper set and marked by OCR. 

What:  R023: Understanding body systems and disorders What:  R031: Using basic first aid procedures (optional unit) 

What: 
 
This unit provides learners with the underpinning knowledge and understanding of three 
major body systems: respiratory, digestive, and cardiovascular. This topic expands on the 
knowledge pupils developed from the mandatory units and will provide strong cross-
curricular links with biology and PE which will help the pupils to set up a stronger 
understanding of the body and how it works. 

What: 
 
This unit will provide learners with the knowledge and understanding of basic common first 
aid procedure that could be used within health and social care settings. As part of this unit, 
pupils will follow a recognised First Aid course provided by a qualified First Aid provider and 
so will achieve a First Aid qualification. 
 

 

Why now:  
Pupils apply the synoptic learning from the mandatory elements of the course, allowing them 
to build on their knowledge as they consider prior learning in relation to body systems and 
disorders. 

Why now:  
This unit complements and build upon the pupils’ learning in unit R023 (as well as the 
mandatory units). Furthermore, it will provide pupils with the knowledge required by 
potential career pathways that include nursing, early years education, paramedics, doctors, 
and health visitors. 

Ian Ramsey CE Academy: Vocational Health and Social Care Curriculum Progression Model 

https://www.assessmentforlearning.edu.au/professional_learning/student_self-assessment/student_self-assessment_landing_page.html

