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Hello everyone, I hope you are all 

well. My name is Sampras and I am 

Head Boy here at Ian Ramsey Church 

of England Academy.                             

My journey here began four years ago when I 

started as a Year 7 pupil; unlike many of the 

other prefects that may be among us today, the path that I took to be where I 

am now and to be the person I am today has been far from smooth and 

seamless. I have faced several obstacles along the way and there have been 

occasions in the past where I have ‘fallen off’, but, despite everything, this 

school has never failed to support me along every step of the way and offer me 

guidance to be where I need to be.   

That’s what makes us unique as an academy. It doesn’t matter what your 

gender is. It doesn’t matter what your ethnic background is. It doesn’t matter if 

you’re a ‘high-achiever’ or an ‘underperformer’. What matters to us is what is 

inside of you – the content of your character.   

 

 

 

We strive for equality. We build character. We celebrate our differences. Our 

goal is to create a positive and engaging learning environment where each 

pupil can be comfortable and proud of themselves – we strive to support you 

through your secondary education where you become the best version of 

yourself.  

Ian Ramsey Academy is a place for everyone. If you’re a pupil who is 

performing exceptionally, our aim is to challenge you and push you to the 

depths of your capabilities. We offer extra-curricular clubs and courses where 

you will have the opportunity to further develop your skills to go above and 

beyond what is expected. On the other hand, if you’re a pupil who is falling 

behind your peers in class, we will offer you booster sessions, after school clubs 

and more to ensure that you are back on track. Myself and my prefect strand 

(curriculum and learning) intend to put this into action later on this year by 

creating a programme for pupils to develop their foundation skills – allowing 

them to tackle more complex problems and push themselves.  

The support and guidance we offer is unique and specific to each individual 

pupil – we ensure that everyone works and progresses at their own pace where 

they are comfortable. Our objective, here at Ian Ramsey CE Academy, is to 

guide every student through a five-year journey, at the end of which, they will 

hopefully be proud of the people they’ve become and will have qualifications 

that they can use to take pathways beyond their secondary education.  

Head Prefect  

Reflects Back 

on Success 

Year 7 Look to the Future 
We Asked Year & how their first term had gone. Lucas and Mia tell us their story: 

Lucas – “Coming to Summer School really helped me to find my way around the school 

once lessons started. I’ve settled in well, and really enjoy PE, especially rugby. Food Tech is 

also fun, So far we’ve made fruit salad, and pizza. There’s nothing I’m really not enjoying, 

and I’m looking forward to doing well in my GCSE’s.” 

Mia – “I’ve made new friends both at Summer School and in my new lessons. I’m really 

enjoying Maths, and Drama. All the teachers are nice and helpful. I didn’t really enjoy 

trampolining at first, but I do now. I’m looking forward to reading ‘The Ruby in the Smoke’  

in English. 

Summer 

School 2021 

A fun way for our new pupils 

to get to know each other, 

staff, and our buildings. 



 

 

This year, to celebrate Interfaith Week, 14th – 21st November, Ian 

Ramsey staff and pupils have been involved in a range of  

activities. 

 One of our key events was the hosting of a digital Interfaith 

Dialogue with representatives from a wide range of religious 

and non-religious worldviews.  

Pupils asked some challenging and demanding questions, and 

enjoyed listening to responses from various viewpoints including 

Christian, Jewish, Humanist, Spiritualist, Baha’i, and many more. 

These responses have then been used within the tutor worships 

throughout the week and as part of RE lessons. An Interfaith quiz 

also ran throughout the week.  

Throughout the year, we hope to continue to develop our 

relationship with faith representatives, and we are looking to 

include their ‘Thoughts for the Week’ reflections which will link 

in with our weekly worship themes. 

Mrs Craven, who organised and ran the event, said ,“Interfaith 

Week this year was a great success at Ian Ramsey. The Interfaith 

debate was a particular highlight with students and faith 

representatives engaging in some challenging debate and 

discussions. Hopefully in future years we hope to see this event 

take place in person rather than virtually!  

We look forward to growing this event further in the future and 

developing our relationships with local faith groups and 

communities.” 

Inter-faith Week 

Welcome to the latest edition of Ian Ramsey’s newspaper. Within it, you will find many inspirational stories that showcase the fantastic achieve-

ments of our pupils – including the stories of some alumni who used to attend Ian Ramsey in the past.  

There have been so many challenges over the past few years; yet, despite the impact of the pandemic, our young people have continued to 

be resilient and to support one another and their community. We would like to take this opportunity to thank our pupils and families for the way 

they have adapted to a totally different world, including the move to remote learning during the lockdown. There have been some ad-

vantages to this new way of working and we have tried to utilise the new skills and knowledge that have been learned along the way – see our 

press release on the introduction of Chromebooks. We would also like to thank our pupils for their kindness to one another and for staying fo-

cused on their education, despite the many challenges that we have all faced. 

We hope you enjoy reading our paper. Do contact us if you have any comments or if you are an ex-pupil and would like to share your own 

journey.  

With best wishes  

Heads’ Welcome 

Keep in touch with: 

Ianramseyceacademy       ianramseyceacademy ianramseyce  

 

Thank you to everyone who has donated uniform to us. Our 

“Swap Shop” is doing brilliantly. Want to get involved? Here’s 

how:- 

We take donated uniform, launder it and then offer it to those 

who need it. We have the full range of uniform and PE kit 

available. If you need uniform, please get in touch to make 

an appointment and see what we have. Any donations can 

be dropped off at our reception. 

This is a very confidential service! 

“Thank you for bringing faith where there has been fear, and comfort and reassurance when needed.” 2 

For all key dates, please see our website:https://ianramsey.org.uk/ 

Mr B Janes Head Teacher. 
Mrs G Booth Executive Head Teacher. 

Year 9 Parent. 

https://ianramsey.org.uk/


After a year of lockdowns and home learning ,we were delighted that our Duke of Edinburgh 

Award Bronze groups were able to get out and complete their expedition at the end of the 

summer term as soon as the Covid restrictions were lifted.  

Despite the restrictions in school, the group had managed to plan their routes, practise cooking 

using their stoves and organised what to pack, so, as soon as the Covid restrictions were lifted, 

they were all set to go.  

Lots of cows, some sheep, quite a bit of 

‘exploring’, sun and rain made the two 

day expedition complete. 

Our assessor was blown away by our 

groups - it may be that they arrived 

just as dinner was being prepared!  

Enchiladas, pancakes, pasta and s’mores 

were on the menu for the evening 

meal. After a day of walking, everyone was ready for it. 

 

 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme at Ian Ramsey 

On Saturday 16 October, our Year 11s completed their postponed sponsored walk on the North York Moors. The groups had to navigate to a 

number of checkpoints including Highcliffe Nab, Captain Cook’s Monument and Roseberry Topping. The groups  had to take a group selfie at 

each checkpoint. Bonus points were awarded for photos with an animal looking at the camera.  

Despite some trick photography, we decided that the “hedgehog” mushrooms didn't count. 10/10 for trying though. A great but tiring day was 

had by all. 

THANK YOU to the parents and extended families who have completed the challenge with pupils who were unable to     

attend on the day. 

North York Moors 3 Peak 

Challenge 

Our expedition had 

finished and we 

were happy it was 

over; we were 

exhausted!  

We finally arrived 

after a tiring 6 hours . 

. . . . we set up our 

tents, had our tea 

then fell asleep.  

Bronze Award Expedition Mugshots 

Our DofE mugs 

have travelled 

far and wide  

Mr Reed took 

his mug along 

the Speyside 

way. 

We walked through a field 

of cows. This time they 

were behind a fence so 

were able to walk through 

without terror.  

Mrs Relph & 

mug at 

Fountains 

Abbey. 

Mr Firth’s breakfast 

brew on the 

Langdale Pikes. 
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We Will 

Remember 

Them 

Just some examples of the wonderful door designs and wreaths that pupils created to 

remember those who have served their country. 

Mental Health 
Olivia, one of our Senior Prefects,  reminds us how important it is to talk. 

 

 

 

 

In October, Ian Ramsey took part in Young Minds “Hello 

Yellow” day to raise awareness about young people 

and children's mental health. Our prefects led a worship 

to inform pupils about the importance of mental 

wellbeing and the role they can play in the supporting 

one another. To raise awareness, we sold yellow ribbons 

and held a bake sale that raised over £200 for Young 

Minds.  

The coronavirus pandemic has had a detrimental 

impact as many people have found that their mental 

health has started to decline; those who already had 

mental health needs felt they began to get worse due 

to the circumstances. 80% of young people with mental 

health needs agreed that the covid-19 pandemic has 

made their mental health worse. 

Many people across the UK suffer from mental health 

problems each year. Around 1 in 6 children under the 

age of 16 will struggle from many forms of mental health 

illnesses, with a third of these not accessing any support 

from the NHS. This may be because they are afraid of 

other people’s reactions or they may struggle to find the 

support they need, therefore implying that the stigma 

around mental illnesses needs to change. Around 20% 

of children and adolescents have some form of mental 

health issues or illness and, following from that, suicide is 

the second leading cause of death in the 15-29-year-

old age group across the world.  

One of the ways we can reduce the stigma around 

mental illnesses is by talking and supporting each other 

to ensure that young people do not feel isolated and 

alone. Mental health is different for everyone; it is 

important to acknowledge and respect that we all see 

and feel the world differently and should all take a little 

bit of extra time to be more considerate towards each 

other. At Ian Ramsey, everyone is part of the school 

community where teachers, pastoral mangers, the 

senior leadership team, prefects and fellow pupils are 

always available to support you. 

Young minds “Hello Yellow” day may only be one day, 

but it is vital that young people feel confident enough 

to reach out and access the support systems that are 

available to them. 

“Just Talk!” 

4 “Staff are doing a brilliant Job in such strange and unsettled times.” 
Year 11 Parent 



 

Ian Ramsey Alumni 
We looked up some past pupils to see what they were up to, and thought we’d share their stories. 

I’m Cissy Jones and went to school at Ian Ramsey a few years back! I then went on to study Fashion 

at CCAD and Fashion Design & Marketing at Northumbria University.  

I loved going to school at Ian Ramsey and I do have to say my favourite class was Art with Miss 

Turner.  I will always remember the leaving note she left me which told me to pursue the creative side 

of me, so I did! I now work at PrettyLittleThing as a Social Media Coordinator on their social media 

team and it’s actually really creative! I get to create TikTok content all day every day and it’s so fun.        

I also get to travel the world (Italy has been my favourite place so far) and attend amazing events 

where I create social content for Instagram, which is such a dream! 

 

Cissy  2013 Leaver 

Simon 1985 
Leaver 

I have very happy memories of being a student at Ian Ramsey in the early 1980s. Mr Bliss was the 

headteacher and I was in Lincoln House. My primary school, Richard Hind on Yarm Road, didn’t feed 

into Ramsey so I was given a church place. This meant I didn’t know many people when I started but I 

soon made lots of friends.   Music was my favourite subject so I sang in the choir and played viola in 

the orchestra. I was in the school production of “Oliver” in year 7, I actually played the part of Oliver, 

and in year 11 I was in “Guys and Dolls.” I can remember going on trips to Durham Cathedral and on 

a trip to France to develop our language skills. 

When I left school I studied Education and became a primary school teacher, leading music in the 

schools where I worked, skills I developed at Ian Ramsey. Over time I became a primary school 

headteacher and then unusually became a secondary school headteacher (teachers don’t often 

change from primary to secondary) at Manor Church of England Academy in York, a school that is 

similar to Ian Ramsey in many ways not least because it is a Church of England secondary school. 

Interestingly a good friend of mine from school, Julian Nichols, is also a Church of England secondary 

school headteacher. There are only 200 Church of England secondary schools in the country, so my 

years at Ian Ramsey account for 1% of all Church of England secondary school headteachers in the 

country. Isn’t that amazing! 

 Becca 2015 

Leaver 

After graduating from the University of East Anglia with a degree in 

International Development, Becca spent the summer as an intern with the 

Sparkles Foundation. This internship was so successful she is now their  

Marketing Officer. We asked her about the foundation; “The Sparkle 

Foundation is a charity which works in rural Malawi and supports vulnerable 

children, adults and communities, supporting over 10,000 people. We have 

education programmes for nursery and primary aged children, free breakfasts and lunch meals, a 

medical centre and community outreach programmes. Malawi itself has a population of around 18 

million, with 2 in 5 children making it to secondary school and the majority of children walking over 

an hour to get to school. “ 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
The 27th January 2022, is the day when staff and pupils 

commemorate Holocaust Memorial Day.  

This year’s theme is ‘One Day.’ Pupils will spend the morning 
exploring the theme by considering ‘One Day in History.’ 
Reflecting on real life experiences and moving testimonies of 
the Holocaust, pupils will also be tasked to consider how 
survivors have learnt to deal with their experiences by reflecting 
the sub-theme of ‘One Day at a Time.’ They will then be taking 
part in collective worship which will commemorate survivors and 
victims of various genocides. Pupils will be culminating their 
reflection by thinking and looking at ‘One Day in the 
Future’ and how we, as a community, take the lessons of the 
Holocaust and move forward to change.  

Year 7-9 will be commemorating Holocaust Memorial Day by 
exploring these themes in their tutor groups whilst Year 10 and 
11 will be reflected on the moving testimony of a Holocaust 
survivor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘One Day’ is a starting point, a way in for us to learn more about 
what happened during the Holocaust and the genocides that 
followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. 

On the Holocaust Memorial Day website, our Head of RE, Ms 
Dodd, explains how it important that, as a Church School, we 
commemorate the Holocaust and how we do this at Ian 
Ramsey. You can find the article at https://www.hmd.org.uk/
news/hmdt-blog-five-ways-this-faith-school-commemorates-
hmd/   

5 “The live lessons were  engaging and enjoyable. Thank you .” 

Year 8 Parent. 

https://www.hmd.org.uk/news/hmdt-blog-five-ways-this-faith-school-commemorates-hmd/
https://www.hmd.org.uk/news/hmdt-blog-five-ways-this-faith-school-commemorates-hmd/
https://www.hmd.org.uk/news/hmdt-blog-five-ways-this-faith-school-commemorates-hmd/


Matt Killeen (below left), author of books; Timelines, Crimelines, and Orphan Master Spy, 

 hosted a Writing Master Class for our Year 7, 8, and 9 pupils during their English 

lessons. 

Matt discussed how to generate ideas, set the scene, begin writing and engage the 

reader. We look forward to seeing what the pupils produce in the next few lessons.  

A massive thank you to Matt for hosting the session. 

  Can you guess the novel by the opening? 

5.“It was a bright cold 

day in April, and the 

clocks were striking  

thirteen.” 

3.“I write this 

sitting in the 

kitchen sink.” 
2.“If you are interested 

in stories with happy 

endings, you would be 

better off reading some 

other book.” 

4.“Mr and Mrs Dursley, 

of number four, Privet 

Drive, were proud to 

say that they were 

perfectly normal, thank 

you very much.” 

1.“Last night I 

dreamt I went to 

Manderley again.” 

6.“Far out in the 

uncharted backwaters of 

the unfashionable end of 

the Western Spiral arm of 

the Galaxy lies a small 

unregarded yellow sun.” 

The Importance of Reading at                           

Ian Ramsey Academy 

Access to a full-time education is every pupil’s right. 

However, to truly benefit from the opportunity, so 

much more is required. Amongst other things, one 

key element is a pupil’s ability to read. As the 

curriculum has substantially changed over recent 

years in content and challenge, poor reading ability 

is a factor that can significantly impact on pupils’ 

access to a wide range of subjects. 

Pupils must be able to read for them to achieve 

academically. As pupils progress through an 

increasingly specialised curriculum, there is a growing 

need to ensure that pupils are trained to access the 

academic language and conventions of different 

subjects. Therefore, putting reading at the heart of  

the curriculum will support all pupils to be able to 

read well. 

Research into reading states: 

• Reading for pleasure is important for educational 

purposes as well as benefitting personal 

development. 

• There is a positive link between attitudes towards 

reading and scoring well on assessments that have a 

strong basis in reading. 

• Reading for pleasure is an activity that has 

emotional and social consequences. 

For this reason, reading is woven throughout 

our DEEP curriculum to provide pupils with the skills 

they need to effectively comprehend information, 

access learning and enjoy reading for pleasure. 

WE WANT ALL OF OUR PUPILS TO BE  

CONFIDENT READERS 

Answers on page 7 

6 
“Staff commented on the excellent behaviour and attitude demonstrated by your pupils.” 

Head Teacher Stockton 6th Form College. 



‘To Kill a Mocking Bird’ 

Harper Lee 

A heartbreaking and heartwarming story of a young girl’s struggle 

to understand the deeply divided world of the USA in the 1030s, 

and the tragic demise of a young man whose only crimes are his 

compassion and colour.  

My absolute all time favourite book 

and I have read it more times than I 

can count; I even have a 1st edition 

copy! I love the humour, the narra-

tive voice, the ‘lessening’ innocence 

of the main character and how it is 

so cleverly intertwined with the real-

‘Dirk Gently’s Holistic 

Detective Agency’ 

Douglas Adams 

Dirk Gently is a self -styled private investigator who is determined 

to show the interconnectedness of all things. Dirk will show what 

pizza, an electric monk, a mysterious professor, and a mysterious 

murder all have in common.  

Entertaining, funny and eccentric, 

Dirk certainly has a different view of 

the world.  

‘Pies and Prejudice:  In 

Search of the North’ 

Stuart Maconie 

A Northerner in exile, Stuart Maconie goes on a journey in search 

of the North, attempting to discover where the clichés end and 

the truth begins. He travels from Wigan Pier to Blackpool Tower 

and Newcastle's Bigg Market to the Lake District to find his own 

Northern Soul, encountering along the way an exotic cast of 

chippy Scousers, pie-eating woollybacks, mad-for-it Mancs,       

Yorkshire nationalists and brothers in southern exile.  

I enjoy reading about places I’ve 

been and also  finding new places to 

go – all on our doorstep.  

‘Sophie’s World’ 

Jostein Gaarder 

When 14-year-old Sophie encounters a mysterious mentor who 

introduces her to philosophy, mysteries deepen in her own life. 

Why does she keep getting postcards addressed to another girl? 

Who is the other girl? And who, for that matter, is Sophie herself? 

To solve the riddle, she uses her new knowledge of philosophy, but 

the truth is far stranger than she could have imagined. An           

addictive blend of mystery, philosophy and fantasy, Sophie's 

World is an international phenomenon which has been translated 

into 60 languages and sold more than 40 million copies.  

An interesting book that introduces 

the works of      famous philosophers 

through a story written about a girl 

and her father. A very easy book to 

read and another that I have re-

turned to more than once. I think I 

first read this book not long after 

finishing    university and having read 

it, it introduced me to ideas that I 

would explore in a number of other 

books in this list.  

‘The Thursday Murder 

Club’ 

Richard Osman 

In a peaceful retirement village, four unlikely friends meet up once 

a week to investigate unsolved murders. When a brutal killing 

takes place on their very doorstep, the Thursday Murder Club find 

themselves in the middle of their first live case. Elizabeth, Joyce, 

Ibrahim and Ron might be pushing eighty, but they still have a few 

tricks up their sleeve.  

I was intrigued to read Osman’s work 

as soon as it was released. I picked 

this one up as a summer read, and 

could not put it down. It was funny 

and fascinating, with a few twists 

and turns thrown in for good        

measure.  

Novel openings answers; 1. Rebecca  - Daphne Du Maurier, 2. A Series of unfortunate Events; Bad Beginnings—Lemony Snicket, 3. I Captured the Castle—Dodie Smith,  

4, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone—J.K. Rowling, 5. 1984—George Orwell, 6. The hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy—Douglas Adams. 

 

Bedrock:  the way to improve your vocabulary 

Bedrock Vocabulary is an online programme that helps you learn new vocabulary. 
It will help you learn the tricky sort of language you might come across in textbooks, lessons or exams. 

Each week, you need to complete a minimum of 2 Bedrock lessons. Your teacher will set this for you as homework or as classwork. 
 
Each week, they are emailed a report that looks like this: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This means we can tell who’s been improving their vocabulary and who hasn’t! 

 
The best way to learn new words is to revisit them over a period of time. Each Bedrock lesson is drip fed every 48 hours. 

This means that you can’t do all of your Bedrock lessons at the last minute on Sunday night! 
 

A perfect approach looks like this: 
Monday: Bedrock lesson 1 

Wednesday: Bedrock lesson 2 
Friday or any day on the weekend: Bedrock lesson 3 

Recommended Reads 

Book opening answers: 

Studies show that reading for 6 minutes, or more, a day        

      reduces stress by 68% 

7 “We were particularly impressed by the pupils’ enthusiastic participation in group activities.” 

Head Teacher Stockton 6th Form College. 



 

Pupils in Year 7 and 8 

enjoyed an afternoon 

learning about 

sustainability in art and design. 

Local artist Diane Watson has 

teamed up with Maori artist 

George Nuku to create hundreds 

of sea creatures from plastic 

waste which will form an 

installation in the Captain Cook Birthplace Museum 

in Stewart Park in November.  

Our jellyfish looked amazing! We're delighted to 

have contributed and we can't wait to visit the 

exhibition. 

 

So much has been happening in our Creative Arts departments, and we would like to 

    show you. Read on! 

Meet Mr Smith our New Head of Music 

I've just moved back to Teesside after living in Barnsley for 22 years and although I do 

miss a lot of the things my family and I have left behind, there are a lot of things here 

that are making up for it.  I love getting up early and going out on the paddleboard for 

sunrise or going for a walk along the beach.  So far I've found the pupils here at Ian 

Ramsey to be full of musical potential and I'm looking forward to nurturing those talents 

through providing lots of fun activities like pop choir and school band. 

 Getting festive in Art Club. 

Defying gravity in dance club. 

Experimenting with Trestle masks in Drama Club. 

Exploring set  

design in Drama. 

Singing again in Choir. 

Capturing Autumn in Photography. 

Pupils showed their incredible creative abilities 

8 “I am proud that he has been provided with a good education and excellent support.” 

Parent of a 2021 Leaver 



Ian Ramsey’s Successes 

 Hitting the Right Note 

Millie and Brooke, both Ian Ramsey pupils, performed their new song ‘Him’ 

for the massive crowds at Stockton’s firework display. 

Well done! 

 Best Police Cadet 

Owen proved himself top class when he was awarded the trophy for most 

outstanding cadet at the Royal Military Police Cadet Weekend Camp. 

Amazing Owen! 

 
 

The PE Department organised lots of activities to raise money for Children in Need!  The theme of the event was 'Beat 

the Teacher' and HUGE thanks must go out to all the staff who turned up to help out!  Mr Howe put himself forward on 

the badminton court, Mr Botham was in the goal for beat the keeper, Mrs Chapman -Jones proved to be an ace 

shot on the Basketball set shot challenge, and Miss Warner proved a hard person to beat on the balls in the bucket 

accuracy challenge. 

Outside the main event was “Sponge the Teacher” and the following staff were fabulous good sports putting 

themselves in the firing line to have wet soggy sponges thrown at their faces:  Mr Snowden, Mr Nicholson, Mr Irving, Mr 

Bone, Ms Dodd, Mrs Almack & Miss Turver.  We raised a grand total of £284.35,  so thank you to all who gave up their 

time or donated!  What a wonderful community our Academy is! 

Mrs Addison handing over the toiletries 

collected to Nadia and Callum of Nightlite. 

Millie and Cameran with the 

over 200 pairs of socks that 

were donated. 

Beat the Teacher for Children in Need 

     Sambo Silver for Savannah 

Year 7 pupil Savannah won silver in her 

weight class at the British Open Junior  

Sambo Championships in November. 

Congratulations, Savannah! 

9I Collects the Cash 

9I raised almost £200 selling raffle tickets for  their  chocolate 

hamper. The money went to The Butterwick Hospice. 

A great team effort! 

Helping Our Community We teamed up with Nightlite to provide  for those in need. Before the 

summer, we collected toiletries: up to half term, it was socks. As you 

can see from the images, both times our Ian Ramsey community  

didn’t disappoint. We collected over 200 pairs of socks and multiple 

boxes of toiletries.  

We also asked our generous community to “Wrap a Person” this winter 

by donating unwanted coats, hats, scarves, and gloves. Again, our 

community didn’t disappoint. Nadia came and collected over 6 

binbags of winter items.  

A massive thank you to all those that donated items. You have made 

a difference to someone. 

Our Fabulous Pupils 

9 “The school was clean, calm, ordered, extremely friendly, and professional.” 

Year 6 Parent 



 

Develop a love of learning, academic excellence, and perseverance in a Christian context. 

Engage in a wide range of opportunities in joyful, meaningful contexts to develop self-worth, and wisdom 
through the mastery of knowledge, and skills. 

Encourage themselves and others to be aspirational and make wise choices so that they are prepared for 
life. 

Practise equality of opportunity by valuing diversity, actively challenging prejudice, and demonstrating 
forgiveness and hope.  

D 

E 

E 

P 

At Ian Ramsey we talk about following a DEEP curriculum so what does that stand for? 

Curriculum Updates 

Chromebook Learning Scheme 
Pupils in years 7, 10 & 11 are taking part in our pilot 

Chromebook Learning Scheme. Each pupil will be provided 

with a Chromebook, charger and case to improve access to 

out online learning platform in lessons and at home, Google 

workspace for education. The Chromebooks, when fully 

charged will last over 8 hours so will not requiring charging 

through the day. 

Pupils are expected to bring their Chromebook, (fully charged) 

to school each day and will be directed when and how to use 

them in lessons as appropriate by their teachers.  

The Chromebook is not a replacement for more 

traditional working practices, but will be used to 

where appropriate and where it will enhance 

learning resource. Also, the Chromebook can be used at home 

to access work, complete home learning tasks and access 

other online resources. 

Year 7 & 11 pupils will receive their Chromebooks before the 

Christmas holidays and Year 10 pupils will receive their 

Chromebooks early in the Spring term. 

Betty (Yr10) was the winner of 

the Modern Foreign 

Languages Christmas card 

competition. 

Cross Country 
On Wednesday 1st December, we took 42 pupils from the full range of year groups 

to compete at the Stockton Schools Cross Country event. The weather was truly 

awful and traditional cross country conditions: wind, rain and mud were all present 

throughout the duration of the event. Our pupils competed, showing true grit and 

resilience and were, as always, a real credit to the academy.  

Special mention must go to our pupils who qualified to represent Stockton at the 

District round on the 12th January at Stewart’s Park: 

Y7 Max, Y8 Izzy, Grace, Y9 Kieran, Y10 Libby, and Y11 Josh. 

10 
“Staff in the school are amazing. We can’t thank you enough.” 

Anti-Bullying Week 

At Ian Ramsey, we take anti-bullying seriously, and in November, pupils 

and staff showed their support of Anti-Bullying Week 2021 in many ways! 

 

Tutor groups signed our Kindness Pledges and showed their commitment 

to speaking kindness in our school community. 

We placed Positivitrees in tutor rooms, to fill with messages of kindness, 

hope and positivity, in line with the ABW 2021 theme of One Kind Word. 

 

Pupils, staff, and parents and carers got involved with our new Anti-

Bullying Steering group. 

Our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors sold blue ribbons to show support for Anti-

Bullying at Ian Ramsey. Many pupils and staff are still wearing theirs, even 

after ABW is over! 

Parent of a 2021 Leaver. 



 Sports Hall Athletics 
In November, Mrs Almack headed off with 32 excited 

Y7&8 athletes to compete at the Stockton Sports Hall 

Athletics at Durham University. The pupils ran, jumped 

and threw to the best of their ability and demonstrated 

outstanding team work and sportsmanship! Great fun 

was had by everyone and, despite not qualifying 

through to the next round, great memories were made 

and some outstanding performances shown! If medals 

could have been awarded for screaming in support of 

our own pupils competing, we would have cleared up! 

Mrs Almack’s ears stopped ringing about 3 days later.  

The Rudolf 

Run Must 

Go On 

Despite the snow, staff and 

pupils powered on to com-

plete this year’s Rudolph 

Run, which raises money for 

the Butterwick Hospice.  

All year 7,8, and 9 pupils 

completed the run during 

their PE lesson, putting on  

Santa hats as well as their 

running shoes, and raising a 

massive £1354. 

A massive thank you to the 

PE department for organising 

this, and the many other 

events throughout the year. 

Clubs 

Clubs 

Clubs 

This term has seen the re launch of extra-curricular 

activities at Ian Ramsey after the restrictions put in 

place to combat Covid 19.  Hundreds of pupils from 

across all year groups have stayed behind after 

school to attend a club or practice.  The range of 

activities offered has tried to ensure there is some-

thing to appeal to everyone with new and exciting 

activities planned for 2022. 
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“After Summer School she was excited, happy, and really looking forward to her future at Ian Ramsey.” 

Year 7 Parent. 



 

Sports 

News 

Cross 

Country 

County  

Success 

Netball Near-miss 

In October, Ian Ramsey entered two teams into the Stockton 

Schools' Netball Championship competition. Both teams played 

matches against other Stockton schools over two evenings. The girls 

played some great netball, despite it being the first opportunity to 

compete in 18 months due to covid restrictions. The U16 A team won 

most of their matches and progressed through to the Stockton finals 

on Thursday 2nd December.  

The finals competition took place at Thornaby Pavilion with neutral 

umpires. It was a fabulous occasion, with parents and supporters 

able to watch from the balcony. The Ian Ramsey girls were a credit 

to themselves and the school, never giving up and playing for each 

other.  

After 40 mins, in the semi final, it was a draw between Ian Ramsey 

and Egglescliffe so 5 mins extra time was played. Ian Ramsey won  

32- 29.  

The final was played against Conyers. The Ramsey girls initially 

looked tired as they hadn’t much recovery time. Unfortunately, Co-

nyers took a strong lead in the first quarter and, although each fur-

ther quarter was comparable, Ian Ramsey couldn’t make up the 

difference. Conyers won 25 - 15. Congratulations to the U16 netball 

team for achieving runners up in the Stockton school’s netball 

champion-

ship. The 

squad 

was Kiera , 

Gabriella, 

Jessica, Erin, 

Ellie, Annabel, 

Amy, Beth, 

Maddison, 

and Grace. 

On Wednesday 12th January, Mrs Almack took the 5 pupils who qualified to represent Stockton through to the Cleveland County round held 

at Stewart’s Park in Middlesbrough.  

The weather was uncharacteristically pleasant and all the pupils were pleased to be able to invite their parents and family members along 

to watch and cheer them on! The event started with the Inter boys race with Josh  (Y11) racing amongst a strong field. Josh had to cover 

three laps amounting to 5250m, and he gave it his all ensuring he qualified for the next round, coming in 14th place.  

Next to go was Libby in the inter girls. This is a Yr10&11 combined event so Libby being only in Yr10 was a year younger than some of the 

competitors. However, Libby is a seasoned distance runner and she demonstrated her mastery of pacing and endurance by leading her two 

lap race (3500m) from the outset. Libby absolutely powered home with a sizeable lead coming in with a fabulous 1st place and secure 

qualification through to the next round. It was such an impressive run and Libby’s unfaltering commitment to training and competing year 

round really shone through. 

The next race was for the junior boys and was Kieren’s first time running at the County round. Kieren had only just recovered from illness so 

knew he had to dig deep on the 3500m course, but he set off with a determination and confidence to just ‘do his best’. He certainly did do 

just that and left it all out there on the track sprinting the home straight with a superb 12th place and qualification to the next round.  

Last to go, and feeling a touch nervous, were our two Y8 girls, Izzy  and Grace. Again, both are a  year young in their Y8&9 combined 

category, and it was the first time they had been to a county cross country event. No need to be nervous girls... They both ran their socks off, 

running a steady first lap before weaving their way through the field on the second lap coming in an impressive 5th (Izzy) and 10th (Grace) 

place, securing their spots in the next round.  

To have all our pupils qualify is the most fantastic achievement and it certainly was a very proud moment for Mrs Almack to accompany 

them!  The next round will be the Northern Inter County round to be held on the 5th February again at Stewart’s Park.   

Together to learn, to grow, to serve. 


