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Welcome to our first reading newsletter of the new year. Whether your child

hasn’t been able to put a book down during lockdown, or if you’ve struggled to

get them to pick one up, this newsletter is for you!

This newsletter is a chance to find out about:

• fiction,

• non-fiction

• poetry

• authors and their work

• Bedrock Vocabulary

• how to help your child with their reading journey

• what’s new in reading;

• local libraries

• and much more.

So, sit back, grab a cuppa and enjoy our Reading Newsletter.

As always, your support is hugely appreciated,

Mrs Chapman-Jones

Welcome
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Author spotlight 

Anne Fine is a distinguished writer for both adults and children. Her novel Goggle-Eyes won the Guardian

Children’s Fiction Prize as well as Britain’s most coveted award for children’s literature, the Carnegie Medal.

She won the Carnegie Medal again for Flour Babies, which also won the Whitbread Children’s Book of the

Year Award. Among her many other prizes are the Smarties Prize for Bill’s New Frock, a second Whitbread

Award for The Tulip Touch, silver Nestle prizes for Bill's New Frock and Ivan the Terrible, and many other

regional and foreign awards.

In 1990 and again in 1993 she was voted Publishing News’ Children’s Author of the Year. In 1998, she was

the UK nominee for the Hans Christian Andersen Award. Adaptations of her work have been screened by the

BBC and her novel Madame Doubtfire was adapted for film under the title Mrs Doubtfire.

Anne Fine became Children’s Laureate in 2001 and during her two years of office set up the Home Library

(free downloadable modern bookplates still available from www.myhomelibrary.org) , published three

classic anthologies of poetry for different age groups, called A Shame to Miss 1, 2 & 3, and was instrumental

in the setting up of ClearVision.org 's ever expanding library of braille and moon picture books shared

between sighted parents and visually impaired children, and vice versa.

Anne Fine has also published eight highly acclaimed novels for adults, including In Cold Domain, Telling Liddy,

All Bones and Lies and Raking the Ashes. Her work for both adults and children has been translated into forty

five languages. In 2003 she became a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature and was awarded an OBE.

Anne has two grown up daughters, and lives in County Durham.

This month’s author: 

Anne Fine



Author to academy
Dear Everyone,

I'm delighted to be asked to send a message to all the young people at
Ian Ramsey C of E Academy. I know Stockton-on-Tees quite well. (Living
here in Barnard Castle, the Showcase on the A66 was for a long while my
nearest cinema.)

And though you're not conscious of doing so, each book you read teaches you more about yourself. 'I would
never have done that!' 'I would have told someone sooner.' 'If a wimp like him can manage, so can I.' Self
knowledge is an underrated virtue. (Watch people who don't have any making the very same mistakes over
and over again.)

Books show you other ways to be, or go. Maybe your dad's a bully. But in a book you'll read about a kinder,
more considerate father whom you might decide to mirror if and when your turn comes. Perhaps your
mother has some horribly petty opinions. In books, you'll come across more open ways of looking at the
world, and maybe reckon that's the way that you'll decide to go.

In short, books furnish the mind, and there is nothing more tiresome to be around than poky, unfurnished
minds. Film won't do the business: on screens you only see 'what happened next'; books show you why
because you're let into the characters' minds.

Enchantment, escape, enrichment - what's not to like? (And, believe it or not, all studies show that those
who read most do much better in school - surprisingly even in maths).

I write both serious books and comedies, and books that are a mix of the two. Do give a few of them a go. I
do, after all, spend my life writing them for readers exactly like yourselves.

With warmest wishes,

We authors are often asked why we spend our lives inventing other lives. I think most of us saw, right from
early on, both the enchantment and the value of books. You only get one real life. But, through fiction, you
can live a hundred thousand others. You can find out exactly what it's like to be rich, poor, courageous,
craven, isolated, popular, mean, generous - books have been written about every sort of person in every sort
of place on earth.

Anne Fine



From page to screen
This month’s From Page to Screen concerns our Spotlight

author. Originally published in 1987, Madame Doubtfire is

a novel written by Anne Fine for teenage and young adult

audiences. The novel is based around a family with

divorced parents, Miranda and Daniel. Miranda severely

limits the amount of time Daniel spends with their

children, but when she advertises for a nanny, Daniel

disguises himself as a woman and gets the job. The novel

was shortlisted for awards including the Guardian

Children’s Fiction Prize and the Whitbread Children’s Book

Award.

In 1993, 20th Century Fox produced the feature film

adaptation. Directed by Chris Columbus, and written by

Randi Mayem Singer and Leslie Dixon, ‘Mrs Doubtfire’

burst onto screens around the world. Robin Williams

played the eponymous character of Mrs. Doubtfire. The

film made in excess of $400 million worldwide and

became the second highest grossing film of 1993, beaten

only by ‘Jurassic Park’.



There is overwhelming evidence that literacy has a significant relationship to people's life

chances. Reading for pleasure is more important than either wealth or social class as an

indicator of success at school.

If your child isn’t a ‘book worm’ yet, don’t worry! There are so many wonderful and

exciting authors out there, that there’s a book to engage and inspire your child out

there…they just may not have discovered what they like yet!

Reading Facts

There is overwhelming evidence that literacy has a

significant relationship to people's life chances.

Reading for pleasure is more important than either

wealth or social class as an indicator of success at

school.



Reading Challenge Grid



What’s new?
Non-fiction

‘It’s not ok to feel blue and 
other lies’ by Scarlett Curtis

'This is the freshest, most honest collection
of writings about mental health that I've
read...searing wit, blinding passion,
bleeding emotion and a fantastic, heroic,
glorious refusal to lie down and take it' -
Stephen Fry

'Reading this book made me feel more
normal about the things I feel
sometimes...It's a great book; however
you're feeling, it'll help' - Ed Sheeran

Fiction
‘Brand New Boy’ by David 

Almond

‘A warm and thought-provoking tale from a
master storyteller, winner of the
prestigious Hans Christian Andersen Award
and author of the Carnegie Medal-
winning Skellig.’

Cleverly disguised as a heist, Almond ’s
moving page-turner ponders nothing less
than humanity and free will, and how to
have a great time in the woods. ― The
Observer

Poetry
‘The Lost Spells’ by Robert Macfarlane and Jackie Morris.  

'This is the book I needed
when I was little. May this
be a leap forward in the
much needed conversation
around mental health' -
Jameela Jamil

Almond takes a thought-
provoking look at AI, and
what it means to be
human, in an illustrated
story set in the north-east
of England. -- Fiona Noble
― The Bookseller

The unmissable sequel to bestselling, award-winning, multi-
adaptation hit The Lost Words. As in The Lost Words, these
"spells" take their subjects from relatively commonplace,
and yet underappreciated, animals, birds, trees and flowers
-- from Barn Owl to Red Fox, Grey Seal to Silver Birch, Jay to
Jackdaw. But they break out of the triptych format of The
Lost Words, finding new shapes, new spaces and new voices
with which to conjure.

Written to be read aloud, painted in brushstrokes that call to
the forest, field, riverbank and also to the heart, The Lost
Spells summons back what is often lost from sight and care,
and inspires protection and action on behalf of the natural
world. Above all, it celebrates a sense of wonder, bearing
witness to nature's power to amaze, console and bring joy.



Local Libraries

Unfortunately, due to the current Lock Down, Stockton library is not open for people to

visit. However, the great news is that you can still borrow books electronically!

Click on the link below and complete the form to register for Digital Membership, which

gives you access to eBooks, eAudiobooks and online services:

https://digital.stockton.gov.uk/digital-library-membership

When Lock Down is eased, and libraries can reopen, you can switch your membership

from Digital to Full at no cost. This gives you access to all books and electronic services.

Warning: Under 16s will need adult permission to join.

Stockton Library

https://digital.stockton.gov.uk/digital-library-membership


Have you been to..?

Drake the Bookshop
Drake the Bookshop can be found on Silver Street in Stockton. Richard

and Mel are amazing at helping find the right book, recommending new

reads and making you feel at home. During Lock Down, the shop was

closed, but thanks to initiatives like Lockdown Pharmacy Prescriptions

(which were filled by Drake’s very own Pharmacy Bear) and options of

online ordering and delivery to your door, Drake the Bookshop ensured

that you could still get your hands on new books.

Drake the Bookshop also work closely with schools, including Ian Ramsey

Academy. If your child requires something for school, why not click on the

‘schools’ link at the top of their webpage and see if it’s there? If not, drop

them a message via the website or Facebook and they will do everything

they can to source it for you.

If you’re at a lose end, why not join one of their book groups? Each

month, a new book is chosen and virtual book groups are held. A great

way to interact with others while reading texts that are new and engaging.

And you’re helping local businesses.

Visit them online: https://www.drakethebookshop.co.uk/

Book Groups:

Wednesday Book 
Club: 
Adults. Monthly.  
7pm.  Online.

Young Bookworms:  
7-11 years.  
Monthly.

High Rise Readers:  
11-13 years. 
Monthly.

Teen Readers:
13-16 years. 
Monthly.

https://www.drakethebookshop.co.uk/


Bedrock Learning

Stars of the month:

January Stars Most progress 
(Pupil)

Most progress 
(Class)

Year 7 Lucy L 7L/E3

Year 8 Kathryn D 8S/E3

Year 9 Alfie W 9L/E1

Year 10 Jessica G 10S/HP

Year 11 Isabelle B 11L/AJH

Research has shown that children with wide vocabularies make excellent progress at school

and in further education. For this reason, we have invested in an innovative literacy

improvement tool called Bedrock Vocabulary. It is a website that helps children to learn very

important academic vocabulary, whilst encouraging them to read regularly.

As your child progresses through the curriculum, they will study hundreds of words, whilst

reading fiction and non-fiction texts regularly. Bedrock Vocabulary supports their

progression and builds the skills and competencies they need to achieve. The programme

guides them through scaffolded learning at an appropriate level for their individual needs.

Pupils will also fill in an online vocabulary notebook to practise using the vocabulary they

learn, and you can see and edit this yourself.

Pupils should complete a minimum of two lessons per week for it to be effective. Pupils can

complete two consecutive lessons, one after the other, but we recommend they wait 48

hours between lessons. Pupils will not be able to complete more than two lessons in a day.


