
 

 

 

 

 

Our Ref: JC/MP 

12th May 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

As you are aware, when the government announced the Covid-19 lockdown and declared that no pupils 

would be sitting their examinations this summer, we made the decision NOT to enter our Year 10 for early 

entry English Literature. Last week, we wrote to you to say that we would be looking at the latest guidance 

from the government in case there was a need to re-evaluate this. We are pleased to say that, having given 

careful consideration relating to the announcement from Ofqual and Year 10 eligibility criteria, we feel that 

we made the right decision earlier in the year by not entering them for the English Literature in Year 10.  

There are two main reasons for this: 

Firstly, for Year 10 to be awarded calculated grades this summer, it would mean the final grade awarded by 

examination boards would have to fit the national model for the current Year 11. Unlike a normal year, where 

pupils are measured against a set of grade boundaries, pupils this year would be awarded against a Year 11 

national cohort. This is likely to mean that Year 10 pupils could be awarded a grade lower than their ability.  

Secondly, schools who are still looking at early entry as an option, are doing so because of their curriculum 

structure. We do not have this issue at Ian Ramsey. We will continue to provide Year 11 pupils the guided 

learning hours in their English timetable so that they can sit both examinations. When current Year 10 pupils 

do sit their examination with their peers at the end of Year 11, they will be in the same position as all pupils 

nationally in their cohort and, therefore, their grade will be fair and reflective of their ability.  

The English Department are already in the process of adapting the curriculum to support pupils to sit both 

English Literature and Language at the end of Year 11, and this will continue in preparation for when pupils 

return to school.  

Regarding the small number of pupils who have studied additional subjects outside of the curriculum (such 

as Latin), I will contact parents directly to discuss the options available. 

These are very unusual times and we still do not know what will happen over the next few weeks or when 

Year 10 pupils will be returning to school. If you have any questions or queries regarding the curriculum, 

please do not hesitate to contact me on patrickm@ianramsey.org.uk 

Again, I would like to thank you for your continued support in this ever-changing educational landscape as 

we respond to new announcements as they are made available to us.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Mr M. Patrick 

Deputy Headteacher 
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