
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

What am I studying? 

Pupils at Ian Ramsey C of E Academy follow the AQA GCSE Linear Course 8300.  This means 

that all the examinations are taken at the end of the course and any part of the specification 

can be tested on any paper.  The course is designed to be holistic, with a clear structure, and 

to encourage and motivate pupils. Pupils can follow a Foundation tier (grades 1 ς 5) and a 

higher tier (grades 4 ς 9).   
 

Papers Tier availability 
Method of 
Assessment 

Marks 
Calculator 
allowed 

3 each lasting 1 
hour 30 minutes 

Foundation 
and Higher 

Three written 
examinations 

80 marks on 
each paper 

Paper 1: No 
Paper 2: Yes 
Paper 3: Yes 

   

However, we constantly review the curriculum and the exam board is subject to change.   
 

Key GCSE Maths dates and information 

Paper 1: 24 May 2018         Paper 2: 7 June 2018        Paper 3: 12 June 2018 

 

What is the best way to revise for the GCSE Maths Exam?  

Many pupils ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ƻǊ ǊŜǾƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ aŀǘƘǎ 9ȄŀƳǎΦ IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ 

helpful places to start. 

a) Use your Maths Book! 

There is no point in leaving your Maths books at school when they are full of useful 

explanations and complete with fully worked examples, which you can follow. Your teacher 

should have also provided you with an analysis of your Mock Exam. The topics which are 

ΨǊŜŘΩ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ ΨŀƳōŜǊΩ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ōǳǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎΦ  



 

b) Practise past papers 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ aŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ Řƻ aŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎΩ 

One of the best ways to revise for the Maths exams is to complete as many past exam 

papers as possible. Some may be given as homework or completed in lesson as revision. 

Completing exam papers is a useful activity, as each paper has questions which cover a wide 

range of topics. When you get something wrong, it is important to then put it right and 

ensure that you can then complete similar questions. Past papers can easily be found online 

or from your teacher. 

c) Seek help or more questions online 

There are a number of good options which we would recommend in order to help you 

revise. CorbettMaths (website: bit.ly/mathscorbett) has hundreds of videos on practically 

every topic on both the Higher and Foundation papers which demonstrate how to complete 

exam type questions. The website also provides practise questions and exercises to 

consolidate understanding. The answers are available on the website too, so you can see 

straight away if you have put things right! Another great website is HegartyMaths (website: 

bit.ly/mathshegarty) which has a YouTube channel which has lots of videos, again going 

through topics. BBC Bitesize is also worth a look (website: bit.ly/mathsbitesize) 

d) Speak to your teacher! 

Your teacher will be able to provide you with additional help and will be sure to help you 

ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜΦ aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ, ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

understanŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎ ς ƻƴƭȅ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄŀƳΗ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǇƻǇ 

ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǳǎΣ ƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ, be sure to ask any of 

the Maths teachers ς we are here to help.  

  



Do we have any other advice? 

Make sure you attend all the intervention and revision sessions which you can.  

All the extra work you do will help and if you go regularly you will soon start to notice the 

difference. Make sure you timetable some Maths revision regularly ς ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 

started it needs to start now. You cannot leave it until the night before and expect to get a 

positive result.   

When you are completing past papers ensure that you get into good habits. Show your 

working out in full ς never cut out stages or look for shortcuts.  

Learn the formulae for the paper you are working towards! These are given on the following 

page. 

Make sure you cut out all daft mistakes. Read the question twice. Does the answer make 

sense? Have you answered the question fully? Have you shown your method? Have you 

rounded correctly? Have you checked your answer on a calculator (Paper 2 and 3 only)? 

What other revision resources can I use? 
 

Mr Barton Maths      www.mrbartonmaths.com/pupils/gcse/  

S-cool      www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/maths    

Bitesize      www.bbc.co.uk/education  

MyMaths      www.mymaths.co.uk  (school login details can be obtained from your Maths teacher) 

Corbett maths www.corbettmaths.com 

CGP Revision Guides are available to purchase for both Foundation and Higher Tiers. Forms 
are available from the Maths Office.  

http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/maths
file:///E:/Assessment%20Curriculum%202016/Curriculum/Curriculum%20Outlines%202016/www.bbc.co.uk/education
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
file:///E:/Assessment%20Curriculum%202016/Curriculum/Curriculum%20Outlines%202016/www.corbettmaths.com


Here are the lists of formulae that you are expected to be able to recall and use: 

These are no longer given on the exam 

 

 



 

 

 

What am I studying? 

In Key Stage 4 pupils study both English Language and English Literature.  

We currently follow the AQA specifications for both English Language and English Literature. 

These specifications are for first accreditation in 2017. Both courses have two terminal 

examinations. There is no coursework and there are no Controlled Assessments, in line with 

national changes.  

In Year 11 pupils will study the AQA English Language course.  The Language exam is 

ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊǎΦ  tŀǇŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ9ȄǇƭorations in creative reading and 

ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΩΦ  {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ ! ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǎ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ reading ability: in particular their 

ability to analyse language and structure, explore deeper meanings in a text, and identify 

and interpret explicit and implicit meanings in a text.  Section B, the writing section, 

examines pupils on their descriptive and narrative writing skills through a visual stimulus 

which links thematically to section A. 

tŀǇŜǊ ǘǿƻ ƛǎ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ²ǊƛǘŜǊǎΩ ǾƛŜǿǇƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΩΦ  {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ ! examines pupilsΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 

to analyse fiction extracts.  Section B asks pupils to argue or present a viewpoint, based on a 

specific statement.  

 

What support is available? 
From September, all schemes of learning are focussed on the teaching of English Language 

skills which builds on the Literature skills learned in year 10.  September-December will 

focus on section A of each paper.  From January-April, pupils will focus on Section B of each 

exam paper.   The English Language course includes tri-weekly assessments called Key 

LƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊ tƛŜŎŜǎ όYLtǎύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ 

weakness, and which enable staff to deliver timely and appropriate intervention.   Pupils are 

invited to attend after school intervention sessions throughout the year.   

 

What revision resources can I use? 
 

School produced revision guides and booklets for each section of the exam ς these are 

tailored to the needs of the pupils at Ian Ramsey CE Academy and are produced by the 

Director and Second in Department of English. 

BBC Bitesize for all sections of the exam 



Attend revision sessions offered within the department 

MrBruff online resources 

YouTube videos 

Past exam papers 

Re-attempt all KIPs (keeping teacher feedback in mind) 

Use all feedback to inform subsequent revision 

CGP revision guides 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjTlbOL24jVAhXRZFAKHTdJBiUQjRwIBw&url=http://mrbruff.com/&psig=AFQjCNEMThT5_0t9S3_GkLpsI3pHMUfUxQ&ust=1500119579318581
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwip18CK3IjVAhVOJlAKHYVLDEcQjRwIBw&url=https://www.youtube.com/&psig=AFQjCNHDijWuJ_p4wkRSMK0vYwefth7sgg&ust=1500119854063413


      

What am I studying? 

At KS4 we run a variety of Science courses to suit our pupils. 

Exam board: Edexcel  

These qualifications have an emphasis on scientific literacy - the knowledge and 

understanding that learners need to recognise the impact of science and technology on 

everyday life.  

How am I examined? 
 
The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9ς1) in Combined Science consists of six 
externally examined papers. These are available at foundation tier and higher tier. 
Pupils must complete all assessments in the same tier at the end of Year 11. 

GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE ς worth two GCSEs 

Papers 
Tier 

availability 
Method of 
Assessment 

Marks 

6 each lasting 
1 hour 10 

mins, worth 
16.67% each 

  

Foundation 
and Higher 

Six written 
examinations 

60 marks on 
each paper 

 

  



TRIPLE SCIENCE:  

BIOLOGY 

Papers 
Tier 

availability 
Method of 
Assessment 

Marks 

2 each lasting 
1 hour 
45mins, 

worth 50% 
each 

Foundation 
and Higher 

Two written 
examinations 

100 marks 
on each 
paper 

CHEMISTRY 

Papers 
Tier 

availability 
Method of 
Assessment 

Marks 

2 each lasting 
1 hour 
45mins, 

worth 50% 
each 

Foundation 
and Higher 

Two written 
examinations 

100 marks 
on each 
paper 

PHYSICS 

Papers 
Tier 

availability 
Method of 
Assessment 

Marks 

2 each lasting 
1 hour 
45mins, 

worth 50% 
each 

Foundation 
and Higher 

Two written 
examinations 

100 marks 
on each 
paper 

 

How can I revise for my science assessments?  

¶ Revision guides are available to buy from the department 

¶ Workbooks can be bought from CGP or Pearson with exam style questions to work 

through 

¶ Homework set in lessons are all exam question based 

¶ Review class based assessments using your marking tokens or test analysis sheets 

  



What revision resources can I use? 

GCSE Combined Science Bitesize Revision 

Triple Award Bitesize Revision 

http://ianramsey.org.uk/index.php/science 

Apps are available to download such as CGP or Bitesize  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/21c/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/triple_ocr_21c/
http://ianramsey.org.uk/index.php/science
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiu0Orgt7LPAhXKExoKHaq_D2EQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CGP_(books)&psig=AFQjCNHYGSuV7K5TwL6uBRHxdfEwxutstg&ust=1475164930489177
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjS25L0t7LPAhVHfxoKHQ3KCn4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.guilsboroughprimary.co.uk/children/bbc-bitesize&bvm=bv.134052249,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGJfw3rxNI0b243ghEnHBo4ZbANZA&ust=1475164973539492


        

 

What am I studying? 

In Key Stage 4, pupils follow the AQA specification. The context for learning the language is 

organised under three broad themes:  

¶ Identity and culture 

¶ Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

¶ Current and future study and employment  

 

 

 

NB: The above is for the French GCSE specification. The German and Spanish specifications will 

Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ ΨDŜǊƳŀƴȅ 

and German-ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ƻǊ Ψ{Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ-speaking couƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ D/{9 

the pupil is studying. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Summary of GCSE Examinations 


